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How to Make Fabric Buttonholes 


HELEN POWELL SMITH 


It's not hard to make fabric but- 
tonholes if you understand and fol- 
low a few fundamental principles. 
It's a satisfaction to be able to make 
them, for they can give just the 
right finishing touch to your wool 
suits, daytime dresses, or house 
dresses. When well made, they are 
strong and give good service. 

Fabric buttonholes may be 
bound, piped, or corded. If you 
know several ways of getting the 
same result, you can select the best 
method to use at a given time. The 
choice depends on your fabric, the 
effect you want, and your skill. 

Experience will help you choose 
wisely, but it’s a good practice to 
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try out one or two methods first on 
a piece of your fabric. Thus, you 
can readily determine how the fab- 
ric handles; what difficulties, if any, 
you may meet; what proportions of 
length and width are best for the 
button chosen; and what special 
skills or techniques are involved. 

Very narrow finishes are the goal 
of most workers. Practice and agile 
fingers are required. 

Experience will also teach you 
skill so that you can make the 
difficult-looking and decorative but- 
tonholes, and the trimmings made 
with the buttonhole technique, that 
are illustrated on these two pages. 

Your design may call for button- 
holes that are vertical instead of 
horizontal (figure 1). On a double- 
breasted garment, you may want to 
make a long buttonhole extending 
across the front and then place a 
button at each end. 

Buttonholes of varying but well- 
proportioned lengths or those 
placed on a slant may give the effect 
you would like (figure 2). 

Bound slits, interestingly placed 
on a garment and backed with an 
underfacing, are effective trimming. 
Such slits may be faced for pocket 
openings (figure 3). 

Before you can make these but- 
tonholes and buttonhole trimmings, 
though, you need to understand 
and remember the following rules 
that apply to all fabric buttonholes. 
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Rules about buttonholes 


1. Space buttonholes evenly. But- 
tonholes in a series must be the 
same length or a planned length. 
They must have sharp corners and 
straight ends and sides. The bound 
or piped edges must be exact in 
width, 

2. Press as you go. The tailoring 
of the buttonhole must be done 
during the making and cannot be 
accomplished by a final pressing at 
the end. 

3. Make buttonholes on women’s 
garments on the right hand side of 
the dress or jacket before the facing 
is sewed on. 

1. Baste interfacing (used with 
wools and many synthetic fabrics) 
carefully to the wrong side of the 
fabric and make the buttonhole 
through the fabric and the inter- 
facing. If the fabric frays readily, 
either use a firmly woven interfac- 
ing or firm pieces at the button- 
holes. Preshrink any interfacing. 

5. Decide upon the length of the 
buttonholes and where you are go- 
ing to place them before you start 
construction. Usually, the length de- 
pends on the diameter and _ thick- 
ness of the button. Your measure is 
to one-eighth, or 
inch, 


one-sixteenth 
sometimes even one-fourth 
longer than the button is wide. To 
help you gauge the length needed, 
sew two pieces of fabric together to 
give a double thickness of material, 
cut a slit with the crosswise grain, 
and slip your button through. 

6. Consider the width of the lips 


(the binding or piping) of the but- 


tonhole in relation to the length of 
the buttonhole and to the weight 
and texture of the fabric. Your suc- 
cess in making a binding one-cighth 
inch wide or narrower will depend 
upon your skill. In general, narrow 
bindings are more effective than 
wide ones. They also demonstrate 
your ability to do detailed work. 


7. Do all the stitching of all the 
there 


buttonholes at one time so 
will be no danger of change in the 
adjustment of tension or length of 


stitch from one buttonhole to an- 


other. 

8. Learn one method well belore 
you try Phe methods 
shown in this bulletin are designed 
to help you achieve tailored results 


another. 


by simple means. Go step by step. 
Do Be accurate and 


painstaking. 


not hurry. 


= 


Equipment Needed 


Have your equipment ready be- 
fore you start working. You need: 
A pair of small pointed scissors 
that are sharp to the very tips 
An iron and press board set up 
ready to use 
A press cloth, bowl of water, 
and a child’s tiny paint brush 
A spool of thread suited in 
color, size, and texture for 
the purpose 
A sewing machine with tension 
and stitch in perfect adjustment. 
You will need a short stitch for the 
buttonholes (18 to 22 stitches per 
inch); and you will need the longest 
stitch possible for machine basting. 
Learn to adjust length of stitch and 
tension before you begin to make 
your buttonholes. Practice first. 


How to Mark for Buttonholes 


Marking is the first step in but- 
tonhole making. Begin by marking 
the center front line of the garment 
(figure 4). Ihe white line of stitch- 
ing in the illustrations is always 
center front. Use small basting 
stitches if you baste by hand, or 
long machine stitches. Contrasting 
thread is best, for later you will pull 
the stitches out. 

If a series of buttonholes is to 
be made down the front of a gar- 
ment, you need to have definite 
markings to indicate the length of 
the buttonholes and the spaces be- 
tween each. This can be done by 
basting in ladder-like markings. 
Usually the sides of the ladder fol- 
low the exact lengthwise grain of 
the fabric and the rungs follow the 
crosswise grain (figure 4). You 
should be able to see the markings 
on the wrong side as well as on the 
right side. 

Buttonholes on the front of a 
dress or jacket usually extend from 
just beyond the center front line to 
the right hand side of the body. 
Place one basting line for one side 
of the ladder to the left of the center 
front line (toward the opening edge 
of the garment). This distance be- 
yond the center front line may 
be one-sixteenth inch, one-eighth 
inch, or maybe one-fourth inch, de- 
pending upon the size of the button 
to be used and the size of the thread 
that will make the shank when it is 
sewed on. By allowing a little lee- 
way beyond the center front mark 
you will find that when the garment 
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is finished, the buttons will come 
directly down the center front line 
of the figure. 

Now you are ready to baste in the 
other side of the ladder. The sides 
of the ladder indicate the length of 
the buttonhole; so measure the 
length of the buttonhole from the 
first ladder mark toward the right 
hand side of the dress. Be sure that 
each buttonhole is measured ac- 
curately. Then baste in your second 
ladder marking, again following the 
lengthwise grain of the fabric. 

The rungs of the ladder indicate 
the actual cut or opening for the 
buttonhole. The completed button- 
hole will end at the sides of the 
ladder, so baste in these rungs 
where you decide that you want 
your buttonholes, usually at regular 
intervals. 

Ladder markings throughout this 
bulletin are approximately one and 
one-eighth inches apart, and but- 
tonhole lips are indicated at one- 
eighth inch. This has been done for 
your ease in studying the details. 
You may choose your own propor- 
tions. Those given here are sug- 
gested for your experimentation 
and practice. 

If you use an interfacing, you 
may draw the ladder markings on 
it with pencil or tailor’s chalk apd a 
ruler. Follow the grain lines of the 
right side of the fabric. 

When buttonholes are to be made 
other than in a series, it. is im- 
portant to mark the location and 
length of each opening very care- 
fully. 


How to Plan the Fabric Piece 

The next step is to plan how you 
will cut the fabric piece or pieces 
for your buttonholes. 


With the Grain or True Bias 


The design, weave, and texture 
of the fabric, the size of the button- 
hole, and your skill will help you to 
decide whether to make your but- 
tonhole with a piece cut on the 
grain or with the true bias. 

A beginner who wants to make a 
patch-type buttonhole in plain 
weave or all-over print fabric will 
find it simple to use a patch cut 
with the lengthwise grain of the 
fabric (figure 5). Bias fabric in un- 
skilled fingers might twist slightly 
on a narrow buttonhole and cause 
some trouble. A buttonhole beauti- 
fully made with the grain of the 
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labric is just as correct as one made 
with the bias. 

Whether you are a beginner or 
an experienced sewer, true bias (fig- 
ure 6) is preferred if you use a cord- 
ed, ribbed, striped, or plaid fabric. 

‘The design or weave of the fabric 
makes an effective trimming detail. 
Also, you will find that ribbed fab- 
rics handle easier when cut on the 
bias than when cut with the grain. 
If you use fabric such as pique, 
corduroy, or bengaline and cut it 
with the grain, you must stitch 
exactly along a rib and count ex- 
actly the same number of ribs for 
each hall of the buttonhole. This is 
difheult to do, as the ribs slip and 
push under the presser foot of the 
sewing machine. 

Bias fabric is more pliable than 
straight) grain) and, when your 
fingers are skilled, you may decide 
that like to 
better than that cut with the grain. 


you use bias fabric 


One Piece or Two Pieces 

‘The directions given in this bul- 
letin illustrate how to make button- 
holes when using one piece of fabric 
lor each buttonhole. Generally, one 
piece of fabric is easier to handle 
than two. In some instances, you 
may start out with one piece and 
then slit it into two during the 
process of construction. 

However, some people preter to 
work with two separate pieces of 
fabric for the two lips of the but- 
tonhole. It’s a matter of preference 
skill. little 


difference in the final appearance. 


or habit or ‘There ts 


Prepare the Fabric Piece 


After you have decided whether 
you want a bound, piped, or corded 
buttonhole and whether you will 
work with a piece cut with the 
grain or on the true bias, next pre- 
pare the fabric piece or pieces. How 
to prepare the pieces for making 
bound or piped buttonholes by the 
various methods follows: 


Preparing a Patch—-for bound or 
piped buttonholes 

When planning to use separate 
patches, cut each patch 1 inch 
longer than the finished buttonhole 
is to be and from 114 to 2 inches 
wide. Mark a center line through 
the length of the patch following 
the grain line (figure 7). 

Refer to page 9 or 12 for details 
of how to make bound and piped 
buttonholes using a simple patch. 


Preparing a Length of Fabric — for 

bound or piped buttonholes 
When 

holes, one directly over the other, 


making several button- 
some people prefer to start with one 
length of fabric that extends over 
them ali. This length must be cut 
accurately, with the grain of fabric 
or on the true bias according to the 
need and choice. 

Cut a length chat is 1 inch wider 
than the finished buttonhole will 
be and 3 inches longer than the 
distance from the top buttonhole to 
the bottom one. Baste a lengthwise 
marking five-cighths inch in from 
one edge of a long side of this piece. 
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This will help you locate the but- 
tonhole piece on the ladder which 
you have marked on your garment. 

As you make the buttonholes, the 
strip will be cut into separate 
patches. 


Preparing a Folded Strip or Patch - 
for piped buttonholes 

Cut a strip of fabric exactly 1 
inch wide and twice as long as the 
total length of the number of but- 
tonholes to be made. 

Mark a line through the length- 
wise center of this strip. If the fabric 
is cut with the grain, you may be 
able to pull a center thread; but if 
it is on the bias, you must measure 
and mark accurately. Machine bast- 
ing is a good marking method 
(figure &). 

Next, fold each raw edge into the 
center line and press. ‘Then place 
a row of machine basting in the 
exact center of each lengthwise hall 
of the strip. You must have four 
exactly equal divisions, one-eighth 
inch each, if the buttonhole finish 
is to be successful (figure 9). 

If you prefer a narrower piping, 
start with a strip of fabric less than 
one inch wide. The final divisions 
in the folded strip will therefore be 
less than one-eighth inch wide for 
each. 

Cut the folded strip into” the 
leneth needed for the buttonholes. 
Allow sufhicient length for ease in 
making and finishing the button- 
hole. Refer to page 14 for details 
of making a piped buttonhole by 
the tolded patch method. 
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Preparing a Tucked Strip or Patch 
— for piped buttonholes 


Cut a length of fabric 2 inches 
wide and twice as long as the length 
of the number of buttonholes to be 
made. Stitch a row of machine bast- 
ing exactly down the center of this 
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length. Measure one-fourth inch on 
each side of the center line and 
stitch other rows of machine basting 
at these distances (figure 10). 

To help you be accurate, you can 
draw these lines on tissue paper, 
baste the tissue to the buttonhole 
strip (keeping the grain true), and 
machine-baste the lines. Then tear 
the tissue away. 

Next, fold the fabric on the two 
outer lines of basting and press 
firmly. Machine-baste through the 
folds exactly one-eighth inch from 
the center line. Cut into patches the 
length needed for the buttonholes 
(figure 11). 

Refer to page 16 for details of 
making a piped buttonhole by the 
tucked patch method. 


Making the Buttonhole 

There are many ways of making 
a fabric buttonhole. In this booklet, 
however, we shall describe in detail 
just a few of them: bound and 
piped buttonholes made by the one- 
piece patch method; piped button- 
holes made by the folded patch and 
tucked patch methods. We also will 
give you a few tips on making some 
types of corded buttonholes. 

Illustrations given in this bul- 
letin indicate bound edges and pip- 
ings that are one-cighth inch wide, 
so that you may see clearly the de- 
tails of construction. After practice, 
you will find that you can learn to 
make the lips of the buttonhole 


very narrow. 
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Betore making the buttonholes, 
read pages 4 and 5 carefully for 
general information. Prepare the 
patches as described on page 6. 

Baste the individual patches in 
position over the buttonhole mark- 
ings (ladder) with the right side of 
the patch next to the right side of 
the garment. Baste accurately and 
securely, following the grain of the 
garment fabric. Indicate each but- 
tonhole slit (figure 12). If you are 
using one length of fabric instead of 
separate patches, baste the length in 
place with the grain and indicate 
the buttonhole slits. 

Next, turn your garment to the 
wrong side and place a mark — with 
tailor’s chalk, a fine hand basting 
line, or machine basting—one-eighth 
inch on each side of the center 
cutting line of each buttonhole. 

Now you are ready to stitch the 
rectangle to indicate the button. 
hole. Start stitching on the wrong 
side on the long side of the button- 
hole. Stitch to the corner of the 
rectangle, leave the needle in the 
fabric, lift the presser foot of the 
sewing machine, and turn a sharp 
corner. Count the number of 
stitches across each end and along 
each side. Continue stitching and 
turning sharp corners for the entire 
rectangle. Overlap the beginning 
stitching or tie the thread ends 
securely. Stitch all the buttonhole 
rectangles before you go on to the 
nextstep (figure 13). Figure 13ashows 
the rectangle from the right side. 


Bound buttonhole —- one-piece patch method 


Remove the basting threads 
where you have just stitched but 
leave center basting. If one length 
of fabric has been used instead of 
separate patches, it is now time to 
cut this length of fabric halfway 
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between each buttonhole so that 
cach has its own patch. 

With the garment on the wrong 
side, insert the points of your sharp 


pointed scissors (figure 14) in the 


‘ 


Wrong side | 


Wrong side 


Wrong side 


Bound buttonhole 


middle of the center line of the but- 
tonhole and cut in each direction to 
within three-eighths inch of each 
end. Again, using only the points of 
the scissors, cut diagonally into each 
corner as far as the stitching, but 
do not snip into the stitching. This 
makes triangular tabs to be sewed 
fast later. Cut each buttonhole be- 
fore continuing to the next step. 


Push the patch through the 
slashed opening to the wrong side 
of the garment. Dampen the tiny 
paint brush and open up each little 
seam by running the dampened 
brush along it. Press these seams 
open. Then press the stitched edges 
sharply together (temporarily) so 
that there is an open rectangle. 
Check the accuracy and evenness of 
this rectangle (figure 15). 

The basting line indicating the 
center of the patch 
serves as a guide to help you keep 


buttonhole 


the lips of the buttonhole the same 
width. You may also wish to put a 
thread line across the opening as 
an extra guide. 

Having checked the rectangle for 
accuracy, you can again press the 
long seams Open, working from the 
wrong side of the garment. Then 
fold the sides of the patch over the 
scam width so that the folded edges 
meet in the center of the rectangle 
even with the center marking line. 
The patch now has formed a bind- 
ing. Press the folds carefully and 
sharply in this position forming in- 
verted pleats at the ends (figure 16). 
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— one-piece patch method (cont.) 


If the fabric is wiry, catch-stitch the 
edges of this fold before pressing. 

Next, make the binding secure. 
This is done by stitching on the 
wrong side by machine or by hand 
across cach end and along each side 
of the buttonhole. You will find it 
easier to sew cach side separately 
instead of trying to stitch around 
the four sides at one time. To do 
this, turn the garment to the right 
side and told back the edge directly 
on the original long line of the side 
of the ladder. Be sure the little tr- 
angular tab on that end extends 
out against the folded pleat of the 
binding piece. Stitch across the end 
thus sewing this triangle securely in 
place (figure 17). For security, ex- 
tend the stitching bevond the tab. 
Next fold back the other side of the 
the 
stitch this triangle into place. 


garment on ladder line and 

Now vou are ready to give added 
strength to vour buttonhole by stitc!- 
ing along the long sides. One meth 
od is to keep this long scam pressed 
open so that half of the seam is cov- 
ered over by the buttonhole binding 
and the other half lies up against 
the body of the garment. With the 
garment still right side up, it is pos- 
the back 


along the straight edge of the bot- 


sible to turn garment 
tom of the binding and stitch the 
half of the seam you pressed open, 
to the binding piece (figure 18). Do 
the same on the other side. Be sure 
to extend the stitching beyond the 


corner of the buttonhole to give a 


strong corner. For the finished but- 
tonhole, see figure 19. 

Refer to 19 and 20° tor 
methods of finishing the underside 
of the buttonhole. 


pages 
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Piped buttonhole 


Before making the buttonhole, 
read through pages 4 and 5 careful- 
ly for general information. Prepare 
the strip or patches as directed on 
page 6. 


A piped buttonhole made by the 
one-piece patch method is prepared 
largely by sewing machine basting. 
Baste the buttonhole piece in place, 
right side of the patch to the right 
side of the garment, following grain 
of goods and/or buttonhole mark- 
ings. Machine-baste the center line 
of each buttonhole (figure 20). 
Then place a row of machine bast- 
ing exactly one-fourth inch on each 
side of the center line, basting 
through both the patch and the gar- 
ment (figure 21). 


Fold the patch over at the stitch- 
ing line so that it is smooth and 
sharp. Press. Then machine-baste 
exactly halfway between this folded 
edge and the center line (figure 22). 
Repeat for the other half of the but- 
tonhole. Repeat for each button- 


hole. 


Baste a stitch across the ends of 
the buttonhole patch along the 
sides of the ladder to indicate ac- 
curately the length of each button- 
hole (figure 22). This will serve as a 
guide when you stitch later. 

Now you are ready to adjust the 
stitch of the sewing machine to 18 
to 22 stitches to the inch tor fine, 
accurate work. From the right side, 
stitch from one side of the ladder to 
the other, along the basting line 


that is halfway between the center 
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— one-piece patch method 


line and the outside line. Leave the | 
thread ends long but tie them 4 
securely, close to the end of the 
stitching on the wrong side. Stitch 
and tie the threads on the opposite 
side of the buttonhole (figure 23). 


Remove the crosswise basting 
threads. Turn the garment to the 


wrong side and insert the points 


of your sharp pointed scissors in the 
middle of the center line. Cut in 
each direction to within three- 
eighths inch of each end. Then 
cut diagonally into each corner as 
far as the stitching, but do not snip 
the stitching. This makes triangular 
tabs that will be sewed fast later. 
Stitch and cut each buttonhole in 
the same way (figure 24). 


Push the ends of the buttonhole 
pieces through the slit to the wrong 
side. The lips of the buttonhole 


fall into place forming a piping. 


For accurate work, catch-stitch 


the two edges of the lips together 
before stitching the triangular tabs. 
Take two stitches on the wrong 


side to hold the pleats in place 


(figure 25). 
Lay the garment right side up 
flat on the machine. Fold back the 


fabric on the original line of the 
side of the ladder. Be sure the tri- 
angular tab extends out against the 
folded pleat of the piping piece. 
Hold the long thread ends taut, to 


sharpen corners. Stitch across the 


end, sewing this triangular tab in 
place. Stitch the other triangles on 


each buttonhole (figure 26). Figure 


27 shows the finished buttonhole. 
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Piped buttonhole 


Before making the buttonhole, 
read through pages 4 and 5 caretul- 
ly for general information. Prepare 
a folded strip according to direc- 
tions on page 7. 

Cut the strip into separate pieces, 
| inch longer than each buttonhole 
is to be when finished. Place the 
folded patches (either side up) on 
the right side of the garment over 
the ladder markings with the center 
of the strip exactly over the line of 
the buttonhole opening. Machine 
baste securely in place. Baste across 
the ends of the strip directly on the 
ladder lines (figure 28). Baste all 
buttonhole patches the same wavy. 

Adjust the stitch of the sewing 
machine to 18 to 22 stitches to the 
inch for fine, accurate work. From 
the right side, stitch on the strip 
from one side of the ladder along 
the machine basting line midway 
between the center line and folded 
edge to the other side of the ladder 
(figure 29). Remove outside basting 
lines. Leave long thread ends on the 
wrong side and tie securely, close to 
the ends of the stitching. Stitch and 
tic the threads on the opposite side 
of the buttonhole. Stitch the other 
buttonholes in the same way. 


Cut the folded patch in two 
pieces along the ceater line. Take 
great care not to cut into the gar- 
ment (figure 30). 

‘Turn the garment to the wrong 
side and, using sharp pointed scis- 
sors, insert the points in the middle 
of the center line of the garment 
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— folded patch method 


and cut in each direction to within 
three-eighths inch of each end. This 
time, take care not to cut the edges 
of the buttonhole patch. Then cut 
diagonally into each corner but do 
not snip the threads (figure 31). 
This makes triangular tabs that will 
be sewed fast later. 

Push the ends of the patch 
through to the wrong side. The lips 
of the buttonhole will fall into 
place. Take two or three stitches on 
the wrong side to hold the folds 
in place. For accurate work, it is 
advisable to catch-stitch the two 
edges together before stitching the 
triangular ends (figure 32). 

Next make the piping secure by 
stitching the triangular tabs in 
place. Stitch each one separately. 

Lay the garment right side up flat 
on the sewing machine and fold 
back the fabric directly on the 
original long line of the ladder. Be 
sure the little triangular tab extends 
out against the buttonhole strip. 
Hold the long thread ends taut. 
‘This will help to sharpen the cor- 
ners. Stitch across the end, sewing 
the triangular tab to the buttonhole 
patch. Stitch the other triangles in 
the same way on each end of the 
buttonholes (figure 33). See the fin- 
ished buttonhole, figure 34. 

Usually you will prefer to use a 
facing, but if mone is used, the raw 
edges of the underside of the strip 
may be overcast (figure 35). 

Refer to pages 19 and 20 for other 
methods of finishing the underside 
of the buttonhole. 
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Piped buttonhole 


The tucked patch method gives 
much the same effect when finished 
as the folded patch method. Before 
making the buttonhole, read 
through pages 4 and 5 for general 
FESS information. Then prepare a tucked 
— strip as directed on page 8. 

Or, if you do not have enough 
| A * fabric for a strip, prepare individ- 
ual patches from small pieces (fig- 
ure 36). Machine baste through the 
lengthwise center of the patch and 
again one-fourth inch from the 
center line on each side. Fold on the 
two outer lines of basting, press and 
machine baste through the folds ex- 
actly one-eighth inch from the cen- 
ter line (figure 37). 


If a tucked strip is used, cut it 
into patches | inch longer than 
each buttonhole is to be when fin- 
ished (figure 37). Place a tucked 
patch on the right side of the gar- 
ment with the center of the patch 
exactly over the line indicating the 
buttonhole opening. Keep the raw 
edges of the patch uppermost. Ma- 
chine-baste in place. Fasten the other 
patches for the rest of the button- 
holes. Accurately indicate on the 
tucked patch where the ladder line 
crosses (figure 38). 


Adjust the stitch of the sewing 
machine to i8 to 22 stitches to the 
inch for fine, accurate work. On the 
right side of the garment, stitch 
from one side of the ladder to the 
other along the machine basting of 
the tuck. Leave long thread ends 
on the wrong side. Tie them secure- 
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— tucked patch method 


lv, close to the end of the stitching. 
Stitch and tie the threads on the 
opposite side of the buttonhole. Re- 
move bastings (figure 39). Stitch the 
other buttonholes in the same way. 

Turn the garment to the wrong 
side and insert the points of the 
sharp pointed scissors in the middle 
of the center line. Cut in each direc- 
tion to within three-eighths inch of 
each end (figure 40). Hold the lips 
of the buttonhole away from the 
scissors. Then, cut diagonally into 
each corner but do not snip the 
threads. This makes little triangu- 
lar tabs that will be sewed fast later. 

Push the ends of the buttonhole 
tucked patch through to the wrong 
side. The lips of the buttonhole will 
fall into place. Take two or three 
stitches on the wrong side to hold 
the folds in place. For accurate 
work, catch-stitch the edges of the 
lips together before stitching the 
triangular ends (figure 41). 

Lay the garment right side up flat 
on the sewing machine and fold 
back the fabric on the original line 
of the side of the ladder. Be sure the 
little triangular tabs extend out 
against the folded tuck of the pip- 
ing piece. Hold the long threads 
taut, to sharpen the corners. Stitch 
across the end, thus sewing the tri- 
angular tab in place (figure 42). 
Stitch the other triangles the same 
way on each buttonhole. Figure 43 
shows the finished buttonhole. 

Refer to pages 19 and 20 for 
methods of finishing the underside 
of the buttonhole. 
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Corded Buttonholes 

There are many ways to make 
corded buttonholes. Space in this 
bulletin does not permit detailed 
discussion of them. Cotton cord or 
one or two strands of four-ply knit- 
ting yarn make good filling. 

Any of the methods described in 
the foregoing pages may be varied 
to include the insertion of a cord. 

One method is to make a folded 
strip (see page 7). A cord may be 
covered while making the strip or 
drawn through the folds afterwards 
(figure 44). Use the special cording 
foot of your sewing machine for 
close stitching. Follow the directions 
on pages 14 and 15. After you cut 
the strip in two and push it through 
the opening, the corded edges will 
fall in place (figure 44a). 

If you prefer the tucked strip 
method on pages 16 and 17, the fin- 
ished results will look the same. 
Even the simple one-piece patch 
method on pages 9 and 10 may in- 
clude cording. Just before stitching 
across the ends to secure the tri- 
angular tabs, thread a blunt tapestry 
needle with one or two strands of 
knitting yarn and pull through the 
folds of the lips (figure 45). As you 
stitch the triangles in place, this will 
fasten the cord also. 

Be sure to plan so that the corded 
edges exactly fill the buttonhole 
opening. 

Figure 46 shows a finished but- 
tonhole. 

‘The method of starting with two 
separate pieces of fabric is not given 
in detail nor illustrated here. 
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Finishes for the Underside 
Faced Finish 

You usually will want to finish 
the underside of fabric buttonholes 
with the facing of the jacket, dress 
front, or pocket, or with a separate 
piece put on for this purpose. 

Locate the exact center line and 
ends of the buttonhole on the fac- 
ing piece. A careful sewer will ma- 
chine-baste these markings on the 
facing as accurately as she did on 
the garment itself. 

With the points of sharp scissors, 
slash into the facing along the 
center line to three-eighths of an 
inch from each end of the button- 
hole. Then cut diagonally into each 
corner as was done when cutting 
for the buttonhole. 

Turn these edges under so that 
the fold on each of the four sides is 
exactly even with the stitching lines 
of the buttonhole. Press carefully. 
Baste if necessary. 

With a 
matching sewing thread, take tiny 


fine hand needle and 
stitches as you hem or slip-stitch 
this facing securely into place along 


the stitching line (figure 47). 
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Reversible Finish 


When a buttonhole is to be re- 
versible as on the lapel of a jacket, 
baste a patch of the fabric, or light- 
weight lining of the same color to 
the facing, right side of patch to 
right side of facing. Proceed just as 
if you were planning to make a but- 
tonhole. Machine-baste through the 
center to hold it securely and check 
to make sure that the buttonhole 
indication on the facing will come 
directly over the buttonhole in the 
garment. 

Mark one-eighth inch, or the 
depth of the lips of the buttonhole, 
from the center line. Stitch around 
this rectangle as you would for a 


buttonhole. 

Slit along the center line and 
diagonally into the corners. Push 
the facing through to the wrong 
side and caretully press it back to 
form an open rectangle. This open- 
ing should coincide exactly with 
the stitching line around the but- 
tonhole. 

With fine needle and matching 
thread, take tiny stitches and hem 
this faced opening into place, along 
the stitching line (figure 48). 
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Self Finish 49). When the strip method is used, 

You may decide to use a self the edges are too short to turn 
finish on an unfaced garment. Under, so just overcast the raw 
When the patch method is used, edges. The wrong side of the gar- 
you can turn the raw edges of the ment is not so attractive in this 
patch under, press them, and in- case nor is the buttonhole so dur- 
visibly hem them in place (figure able (figure 50). 
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